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GPCC  
Mission Statement 

 

Act as A Unified Voice of Business 
Dedicated to the Prosperity of all  

Commerce 
Leading to the Enhancement of  

the Quality of Life in our region and surrounding 
areas.  

2015 Youth Appreciation Day Awards Luncheon 
                                        
The Greater Pocono Chamber of Commerce’s Education Committee honored eight area students at the Youth Appreciation Day 
Awards luncheon that was held on May 19, 2015 at Wolf Hollow at Water Gap Country Club.  PPL was the proud sponsor of 
this event.  Mr. Michael Katz, R.J. Groner, Inc., Chairman of the Greater Pocono Chamber of Commerce welcomed everyone and 
introduced Robert Phillips, the Chamber’s President/CEO.  Carol Huffman, Education Committee Member, presented the 
awards. Each student was given an Outstanding Achievement Certificate from the Greater Pocono Chamber of Commerce and 
also received certificates from the Senate, House of Representatives, and the Monroe County Commissioners.  Each recipient 
received a “goodie bag, with gifts donated by Chamber members..   
 

Youth Appreciation Day recognizes students who have overcome signifi-
cant challenges to achieve success.  They are awarded based on their 
overall accomplishments and they are not the top athletes or scholars.   
 
Those students that were honored were:  Fantasia Dickerson, East 
Stroudsburg High School-North, Sarah Frankel, East Stroudsburg 
High School-South, Keziah Duncan, Monroe Career & Technical Insti-
tute, Johnathan DeMaio, Monroe County Youth Employment Service, 
Inc., Gabrielle Hochfeld, Pleasant Valley High School, James Gar-
lick, Pocono Mountain East High School, Brittney Strunk Pocono 
Mountain West High School, and Shannon Guiffre, Stroudsburg High 
School. 
 
Gifts were donated by: 1st Northern Bank & Trust, American Red 
Cross, Associated Libraries of Monroe County, Citizens Savings Bank, 
East Stroudsburg University, ESSA Bank & Trust, Geisinger Health 
System, HJP Park & Open Space Commission, Inn at Pocono Manor, 
Kitchen Chemistry, Kleinsorge Family Eye Care, Manpower, Inc., Mix-
tura Hair Studio, Monroe Career & Technical Institute, Monroe County 
Bar Association, Monroe County Municipal Waste Authority, Monroe 
County Transit Authority, NEPA Community Federal Credit Union, 
PNC Bank, Pocono Family YMCA, Pocono Medical Center, Pocono Re-

cord, Riverside Rehabilitation Center, Sherman Theater, Spruce Lake Retreat, State Senator Mario Scavello, State Representa-
tive Rosemary Brown, TCB Promotions, Vigon International, Inc., Western Pocono Community Library, Wolf Hollow, and 
Xtreme Social Media Concepts.  
 
Complimentary lunches were provided by Debi Cope Associates Employment Agency, Liberty Homes Custom Builders, Mixtura 
Hair Studio, Pocono Mountains Economic Development Corp., Riverside Rehabilitation Center, and R.J. Groner, Inc. 

2015 Youth Appreciation Day Awards Winners 
Photo courtesy of VIP Studio 
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 June 2015 
                   Calendar of Events 
 
     
June 1…..……......Business Card Exchange 
     5:30 p.m. - Pocono Brewing Company -  
                                Scotrun 
June 5………….....Government Relations/Public Policy 
     8:00 a.m. - Stroud Township Building - 
     Stroudsburg  
June 9…….………Women In Business Luncheon 
                                Noon – Grace Park Seniors Living Well   
                                - Stroudsburg  
June 10……….......Economic Development/ 
                                 Transportation Committee 
      8:00 a.m.– GPCC  
June 16…...……….Women in Business Committee 
       8:30 a.m.– GPCC  
June 23….….....…..Board of Directors  
                                  8:30 a.m.– ESU Innovative Center -  
                                  East Stroudsburg 
                                               
                         

                         

Members in the News 
 
 
On Thursday, March 26, 2015, the East Stroudsburg 
University's Hotel, Restaurant & Tourism Management 
Department, Hotel, Restaurant Club, Recreation Service 
class and Art Department hosted the Empty Bowls project, 
a service learning project and an international grassroots 
effort to raise both money, and awareness in the fight to 
e n d  h u n g e r .  

This year, they raised a whopping $1,641 and donated it to 
The East Stroudsburg Salvation Army's food distribution 
program. With great effort, dedication and passion, stu-
dents, staff and faculty organized a lunch at ESU, where , 
for $10 per bowl, homemade soup was served in that spe-
cially, handcrafted bowl, made exclusively for the fund-
raiser by Professor Joni Oye-Benintende's ceramic class. 
  
This was a huge undertaking and many people worked 
tirelessly, for over a year, to ensure the event's success. Dr. 
Robert McMullin, professor at ESU's Hotel and Restaurant 
Management Program, and also the head of the campus's 
Empty Bowls Organization, organized the event.  ESU's 
Hotel Restaurant Club cooked and cleaned, Dr. Brad Seid, 
professor of Recreation Services Management, ran the 
front of house while Albert Moranville, Department Chair 
of Restaurant, Hotel and Tourism Management, ran the 
back of the house. Donations from Aramark, Shoprite and 
Giant ensured  there was plenty of butter and rolls, table 
linens and delicious ingredients to make the soups. 
  
"To see the families that are struggling to even eat in this 
area makes the whole thing worth it," said Dr. McMullin. 
  
A warm and heartfelt thank you to everyone for helping us 
fulfill our mission of "Doing The Most Good" in Monroe 
County! 

East Stroudsburg Salvation Army was presented with a check for $1641 
from the Empty Bowls fundraiser! Pictured from right to left, are Dr. Robert 
McMullin (Professor ESU Hotel, Restaurant Tourism Management), Major 
James Gingrich (Commanding Officer, East Stroudsburg Corps), Lewann 
Stewart (Assistant Food Pantry Director), Sue Werkheiser (Food Pantry 
Volunteer), Dr. Bradford Seid (ESU Professor, Recreation and Leisure Ser-
vices Management) and Tyler Arabia (Student, ESU, Hotel, Restaurant 
Tourism Management major). 
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Electrical safety: Making it second nature 
May is National Electrical Safety Month 

 
Electricity plays an integral role in our lives, but taking 
electrical safety for granted can have serious and poten-
tially deadly consequences. 
 
May is National Electrical Safety Month, and PPL Elec-
tric Utilities urges everyone in its 29-county service area 
to use the occasion to learn more about how to stay safe at 
home, work or play. 
 
“Whether it’s using your seat belts in the car or making 
sure to look both ways at an intersection, we want safety 
to be second nature in the lives of our customers, their 
families and friends,” said Brian Zickefoose, PPL Electric 
Utilities’ manager for Health and Safety. “Using common 
sense around electricity is important no matter your age or 
occupation.” 
 
Because electricity is all around us, electrical safety 
awareness can have many facets. 
 
It can be calling before you dig to avoid hitting under-
ground power lines. It can be throwing out cracked or 
frayed extension cords or damaged plugs. It can be staying 
away from a power line knocked down in a storm or in a 
motor vehicle accident. 
 
“These are good reminders of how electricity is all around 
us and the importance of electrical safety,” Zickefoose said.  
 
Key electrical safety points include: 
 
Don’t attempt to prune or remove trees near power lines. If 
you, or someone working for you, need to trim or remove a 
tree growing less than 10 feet from a power line, call PPL 
Electric Utilities at 1-800-342-5775. One of the company’s 
qualified tree clearance trimmers can prune the tree to 
provide a safe working distance. 
 
Watch for overhead power lines. Look up and be aware. 
Coming in contact with an overhead wire with your body, 
or a conductive object like ladders, poles or roofing materi-
als, can cause serious injury or death. Accidents can hap-
pen even without contact. 
 
Call the Pennsylvania One Call System at 811 at least 
three business days before any digging project. This is re-
quired any time earth is moved with powered equipment. 
If you hire an excavator to do the work, that contractor is 
required by law to call to have lines located. If you’re doing 
the work yourself, you must call. According to the Pennsyl-
vania One Call System, it doesn’t matter how deep or 
where you are digging. It also is a good idea to call 811 for 
digging projects that don’t involve the use of powered 
equipment. 
 
Look for a series of electric safety videos this month on all 
of PPL Electric Utilities’ social media channels. Customers 
can find safety-related articles in the monthly Connect 
customer newsletter that comes with their bill, and the 

Electrical Safety Foundation International, which spon-
sors National Electrical Safety Month, has information on 
its website at www.esfi.org. 
 
“We want every person to think about electrical safety as if 
their life depended on it — because it does,” Zickefoose 
said. “Electricity powers our lives, and we have the power 
to use it safely.” 
 
 
The Monroe County Historical Association will host a 
Garden and Gift Shop yard sale on Saturday, June 6, 2015 
from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. in the backyard of the 
Stroud Mansion, 900 Main Street, Stroudsburg, PA 18360. 
 
In addition to the unique and interesting plants and flow-
ers from the Stroud Mansion gardens, flower seeds, ground 
cover, garden books, gently used garden tools and baskets 
will be available for sale. Useful, creative and decorative 
items will also be offered including ornamental flower 
planters, artistic sculptures, and hand-painted slates.   
 
Experienced gardeners will be on-hand to answer your 
questions.  
 
The Gift Shop sale includes local history items including 
books, t-shirts, ornaments, DVD’s, maps, posters and 
much more. All proceeds benefit the Monroe County His-
torical Association. In the event of rain, the sale will be 
moved indoors.  
 
For more information, please contact the Monroe County 
Historical Association at (570) 421-7703 or visit the web 
site at www.monroehistorical.org. The Monroe County 
Historical Association is a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to promoting, protecting and preserving Monroe 
County’s rich history. 
 
 
Pocono TreeVentures aerial adventure ropes course has 
created an event that offers appreciation to our military 
with the creation of its “Battle of the Branches” Military 
Appreciation Day on Saturday, June 13 at 8:00 am. Gina 
Bertucci, spokesperson for TreeVentures said, “We have 
had military groups inquire about the use of the Park 
which gave us the idea to create a day for retired and ac-
tive military to give it a try. Participants will be timed and 
scored for accuracy as they progress through a variety of 
events that will demonstrate their skills, stamina and 
proof that their branch of the military is the best.”  Events 
will include: harness your team; zip line target shoot; 
ropes course relay; tug of war; and paintball target shoot. 
The event fee is $10 per person and includes the competi-
tion, use of the ropes course, and a barbecue where the 
winning team will receive the victors’ trophy. A portion of 
proceeds will go to benefit the Wounded Warrior Project. 
 
Bertucci continues, “The creation of this event came from 
Brian Hoitsma, one of our TreeVentures supervisors. He 
has been getting the word out on a grass roots level going 
out to recruiters, military support organizations and any-
where where he can reach out to retired and active mili-
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tary. Thanks to his efforts, registration is filling up 
quickly.” The competition is open to 100 participants with 
pre-registration recommended. For information, rules and 
a registration form contact Hoitsma at 
bhoitsma@bushkillgroup.com or call 800-446-0231.  
 
Pocono TreeVentures is located on Route 209 in Bushkill, 
PA it offers 66 elements and 5 courses from beginner to 
expert. Bertucci concludes, "We are eternally grateful for 
the sacrifices made by our military men and women to 
protect this Country. We felt this was one small way to say 
‘thanks’ while providing a great day of fun, camaraderie 
and a chance to win bragging rights to call your team the 
best.” For Pocono TreeVentures information and directions 
go to PoconoTreeVentures.com.  
 

 
Pocono Farms Country 
Club Association, Inc. 
awards $3,000.00 in scholar-
ships to resident high school 
seniors 
 
At their Ice Breaker Invita-
tional Tournament held on 
May 9, 2015, the Pocono 
Farms Country Club Golf 
Scholarship committee 
awarded two Pocono Farms 
graduating seniors with a 
total of $3,000.00 in scholar-
ship funds.  The scholarship 
applicants were scored on 
their academic record, extra-
curricular involvement, com-
munity service, and their 
personal interview.  Of all of 
the applicants, Michael 
Schaefer and Ryan Kinger 
received the highest scores 
and were each awarded one 
of the scholarships. 
 

Pocono Farms Country Club Association has been award-
ing scholarships to deserving high school seniors since 
2004 with a total of over $42,000.00 awarded during that 
time.  Contributions to this fund are made through various 
golf outings held throughout the golf season.  Scholarships 
have also been awarded through funds set up memorializ-
ing past golf members of the Club that gave so much of 
their time and effort to the Club. 
 
Golf is an integral part of the community at Pocono Farms.  
The golf scholarship committee and the golf members are 
proud to award these scholarships to these deserving high 
school seniors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yvonne L. Reitemeyer, 
Financial Advisor, 
Frailey Insurance 
and Financial Ser-
vices, has received the 
NAIFA Quality Award 
from the National Asso-
ciation of Insurance and 
Financial Advisors 
(NAIFA), the industry’s 
leading professional 
association.  
 
The NAIFA Quality 
Award recognizes 
agents for their commit-
ment to excellence in 
service to their clients 
and industry, their 

pursuit of education and training, and their adherence to 
NAIFA’s Code of Ethics. Agents who receive this award 
demonstrate that the products they sell will meet their 
clients’ needs.   
 
“NAIFA is committed to recognizing and rewarding profes-
sionalism and achievement,” says John F. Nichols, MSM, 
CLU president of NAIFA. “The NAIFA Quality Award rec-
ognizes individual agents for demonstrating the highest 
standards.” 
 
“Frailey Insurance and Financial Services has built our 
business on doing what’s best for our client members.  
We’re proud that the leading financial services industry 
association has recognized Yvonne for her ongoing commit-
ment to that core principle”, states CEO Michael J. 
Frailey. 
 
 
Each year the Shawnee Playhouse encourages local 
playwrights to submit their original and unpublished 
works for a chance to win our annual Shawnee Original 
Playwright Series contest.  
 
This spring, each submission was read by volunteer actors 
over several weeks. The public was invited to listen to the 
readings of the original plays and had a chance to vote and 
comment on each work. When our Executive Committee 
reviewed the ratings, the tabulations revealed that three 
plays scored closely, so it was decided all three full length 
winners as well as the six short play winners would be 
produced and performed by Worthington Players in 2016.  
 
Congratulations to the winning playwrights! Below are the 
selected plays. 
   
Full-Length Winners: 
The Two Georgias, A dramedy by Brian McDermott. On 
stage January 22 through February 7, 2016. 
Home Shopping, A comedy by Lisa Ellex. On stage Sep-
tember 23 through October 16, 2016. 
Scary Scary Night, A comedy by E. Michael Lumsford. 
On stage October 21 through October 30, 2016. 

NO. 6  

From l to r: Golf Scholarship win-
ners, Michael Schaefer who was 
awarded the Pocono Farms Golf 
Scholarship and Ryan Kinger who 
was awarded the Bob Stephen 
Memorial Scholarship.  The 
awards were presented at the Ice 
Breaker Scramble held on May 9, 
2015. 

Yvonne L. Reitemeyer 
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Short Play Winners: 
The Bureaucracy of Existentialism, By Elizabeth Ken-
nedy 
 
Errant Souls by Robert S. Robbin 
Absolution Green by Paul Kodiak 
The Birthday Room by Rich Strack 
Angel on the Yellow Couch by K.K.Gordon 
The Counterfeit Dick by Zanne Hall 
 
All six short plays will be staged together January 2 -17, 
2016.  
 
 
We are very pleased to announce Robert Gillick, a Radiol-
ogy Support Tech from East Stroudsburg in Pocono 
Medical Center’s Radiology Department, has been 
named the Dedicated Employee of the Month for May, 
2015. Gillick was nominated for his compassion with a 
patient. Below is an excerpt of the nominations submitted 
by co-workers on Robert’s behalf: 
 
“Robert is an exceptional ambassador for PMC. He is 
friendly and courteous to staff, patients and visitors. He 
always has a smile on his face and is willing to help wher-
ever needed.” “He looks for opportunities to assist without 
ever having to be asked.” “He goes beyond his job descrip-
tion to make sure the patients’ needs are addressed and 
always with dignity.”  

Pocono Health System (PHS) and Lehigh Valley 
Health Network (LVHN) announced today they have 
signed a letter of intent to merge, subject to due diligence, 
the negotiation of definitive transaction documents, and 
appropriate regulatory approvals. The Boards of Directors 
of both organizations, in separate meetings, authorized the 
letter of intent.  
 
"We believe that the residents of the Poconos region will 
greatly benefit from the merger of these two longstanding, 
high-quality healthcare systems,” said Jeff Snyder, Presi-
dent and CEO of PHS. The combination of our two organi-
zations will mean that Poconos residents will have greater 

access to the highest-quality clinical care in the region, the 
most qualified and capable physician network supported 
by the most sophisticated technology and advanced health 
records systems, all delivered locally through PMC, while 
being supported by the resources and scale of Lehigh Val-
ley Health Network.”   
 
Brian Nester, DO, MBA, FACOEP, LVHN’s President and 
CEO, said the two organizations have a long history of 
productive partnerships in certain clinical areas, such as 
the affiliation to provide trauma and radiation oncology 
services to the region. He said together as a single, inte-
grated system, they will accelerate steps to develop and 
grow to bring additional, affordable healthcare services to 
best serve the community.  
 
“We look forward to developing with PMC a hospital of the 
future that incorporates the highest level of clinical compe-
tence to provide the highest quality care close to home.” 
Nester said in addition, LVHN looks forward to the oppor-
tunity to provide more integrated care to the Poconos re-
gion through population health management, which in-
cludes sharing a common electronic medical records sys-
tem.  
  
Pending completion of due diligence and regulatory ap-
provals, the parties expect the proposed merger to take 
effect in the first half of 2016. 
 

 
We are very pleased to 
announce Gloria Alvear, 
a Nursing Assistant in 
Pocono Medical Center’s 
5B Department, has 
been named the Dedi-
cated Employee of the 
Month for June, 2015. 
Gloria was nominated 
for her continued dedi-
cation to her patients 
and co-workers. Below is 
an excerpt of the nomi-
nations submitted by co-
workers on Gloria’s be-
half: 
 
“Gloria is a long time 5B 
employee with a fantas-
tic attitude. She works 
hard, comes in on extra 
shifts when needed and 

never complains. She goes to extraordinary lengths to care 
for the patients of 5B and is always willing to lend a help-
ing hand no matter the task.” “Gloria always takes extra 
time to comfort a patient in need.” “She has a big heart 
and makes each and every patient feel at home.” 
“Excellent team player; I would trust my care in Gloria’s 
hands – she is great!”  
 
 
 

L to R: Lynn Lansdowne, Vice President, Human Resources/Chief Adminis-
trative Officer; James Miller, Director, Radiology Services; Robert Gillick, 
Radiology Support Tech, PRIDE Winner; Robert Cihlar, Manager, Radiol-
ogy Services; Thomas Bonacuso, Lead Radiology Support Tech. 

L to R: Carol Hunt, Nurse Manager, 5B; 
Gloria Alvear, Nursing Assistant, PRIDE 
Winner; Elizabeth Wykpisz, Chief Operat-
ing Officer/Chief Nursing Officer. 



Business Card Exchange 
The Business Card Exchange was held on May 4th  at the 
Kirkridge Retreat Center. Everyone enjoyed the Cinco De 
Mayo array of appetizers and the sangria! 

 

Women in Business  
The May Women in Business luncheon, sponsored by St. 
Luke’s Hospital and Health Network, was held at 
Stroudsmoor Country Inn in Stroudsburg. The topic 
“What’s in a Name? Everything!: How to Brand Your Busi-
ness Effectively” was presented by Mark Bandurchin of 
Riger Advertising. 
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The next luncheon will be held on June 9th at Grace Park 
Seniors Living Well in Stroudsburg. The Topic “How to 
Keep Your Business in the Black in a Competitive Mar-
ket”” will be presented by Bill Skinner of Paramount Busi-
ness Development. The luncheon is being sponsored by 
Frailey Insurance and Financial Services.  

 

For more information on upcoming WIB lunches, to donate 
a door prize, or to sponsor a luncheon, please contact 
Miriam Conway at 570.421.4433.   
 

       Page 6 

NO. 6  

Dr. Peter Favini - St. Lukes Hospital & Health Network  - Sponsor 

Mark Bandurchin - Riger Advertising 

Networking at Kirkridge Retreat Center 

The next card exchange will be held on Monday, June 1, at  
Pocono Brewing Company in Scotrun.  
 
For reservations, please contact the Chamber at 
570.421.4433. 

 

Dr. Joseph Russo - St. Lukes Hospital & Health Network - Sponsor 



Welcome New Members 
 

The following new members are not listed in the 2014-2015 Membership Directory & Buyer’s Guide.  
Please be sure to add this page to your copy of the Directory.  
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Coolbaugh - Joyce Insurance Agency 
Camille Capriglione 
105 N. 7th Street 
Stroudsburg, PA  18360 
570.602.3186 
570.421.0122 
ccapriglione@joyceinsurance.com 
www.joyceinsurance.com 
INSURANCE 
 
 
Coordinated Health 
Chad Murin 
505 Independence Road 
East Stroudsburg, PA  18301 
610.861.8080 x 23226 
cmurin@coordinatedhealth.com 
www.coordinatedhealth.com 
HEALTHCARE 
 
 
Great Bear Golf Club 
Rob Howell 
One Great Bear Way 
East Stroudsburg, PA 18362 
570.223.2000 
info@greatbeargc.com 
www.greatbeargc.com 
GOLF COURSES-COUNTRY CLUBS 
 
 
Happenings Magazine/Happenings 
Communications Group, Inc. 
Paula Bochon MacKarey 
P.O. Box 61 
Clarks Summit, PA  18411 
570.587.3532 x 111 
570.586.7374 
info@happeningspa.com 
www.happenigspa.com 
PUBLISHERS 
 
 
Merlot ‘N Picasso 
 Naria Kasparian/Veronica Simpson 
 246 Stadden Avenue - Suite 204 
 Tannersville, PA  18372 
 (Loc): Peddlars Village - Route 611 
 570.534.0999 
 merlotnpicasso@gmail.com 
 www.merlotnpicasso.com 
 ENTERTAINMENT 
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Executive Committee 
Michael Katz - Chairman of the Board 
John Holahan - First Vice Chairman 
George Roberts - Treasurer 
Debi Cope -  Secretary 
Conrad Schintz -  Assistant Secretary 
Chris Kurtz - Past Chairman 

Staff 
Robert Phillips - President/CEO 
Patricia Metzgar - Vice President, Operations/Development 
Miriam Conway - Executive Assistant 
Georgia Strunk  - Office Assistant 

Board of Directors    

 
 
 
 

     

            
                 
                                         Visit us at www.greaterpoconochamber.com                                                 
 
 

Greater Pocono Chamber of Commerce 
552 Main Street 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360-2093 
 
Phone: (570) 421-4433 
Fax:     (570) 424-7281 
URL: http://www.greaterpoconochamber.com 
 
“The Voice of Business in the Poconos”  
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Madeline Anderson 
Michael Baxter 
Brandie Belanger 
Rich Berkowitz 
Vinny Bianchi 
William Blake 
Denise Cebular 
Bill Colavito 
Alex Grum 
Bob Hay 
Elizabeth Koster 
Tony Konn 
James McClure 

Kathy Mullins 
Doug Olmstead 
Philip Pope 
Dr. Brettney Ramsour 
Matthew Rumph 
Linda Salas-Mamary 
Tom Sforza 
William Skinner 
Jeff Snyder 
Marc Troutman 
Dr. Marcia G. Welsh  
Carl Wilgus 
Theresa Yocum  

 


